improbable that, if it did not correctly represent what you said,
it should not have been brought to your notice at the time or
that you should have left it uncontradicted during the following
weeks while you were still at liberty.
5.    The Government of India also note that you still seek
to cast on the Government the responsibility for the disturbances
for reasons which they can only regard as trivial and which
have already been answered in your published correspondence
with His Excellency the Viceroy. The point which is clearly
established by the book "Congress Responsibility" is that those
disturbances were the natural and predictable consequences of
your declaration of an "open rebellion" and the propaganda
which preceded it. That you yourself could have foreseen those
consequences is clear from the statement which you yourself
made in court in 1922 when you admitted the impossibility of
dissociating  yourself from the  "diabolical crimes  of Chauri
Chaura and the mad outrages of Bombay" and went on to say
that you knew that you were playing with fire but that you had
taken the risk and would do so again. If you now contend that
the consequences were unintended and unforeseen this fact is
itself an admission of your own inability to judge the reactions
of your followers. You now seek to excuse, if not to defend, the
barbarities  committed  in your  own name  and  that  of the
Congress rather than to condemn them. It is clear where your
sympathies lie. Your letter does not contain one word of expla-
nation of your own message "Do or Die", nor does it throw
any light on your message, quoted in Appendix X of the book,
which, if you cannot disown it, is sufficient to refute your
contention that no movement had been launched by you at the
time when the disturbances took place.
6.    I am finally to refer to your request for the publication
of your letter. In the first place, I am to remind you of your own
position, which has already been explained to you, viz. that, so
long  as the  grounds  of your  detention  remain  unchanged,
Government  are  not  prepared  to   afford  you  facilities   for
communication with the general public, nor are they prepared
themselves to act as agents for your propaganda. In the second
place, I am to point out that you had ample opportunities during
the months preceding the Congress resolution of the 8th August
1942 to make your meaning unequivocally clear before you were
arrested. The fact that your own followers interpreted your
intentions in the same way as the Government leaves no scope
for further explanations. I am to inform you, therefore, that
Government do not propose to publish your letter unless and
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